
 

 

Minutes of the meeting of the Board of Education of the School District of Black River Falls on 

Monday, March 21, 2022 in the District Office Board Room. 

 

School Board President, Mary Jo Rozmenoski, called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. followed 

by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Board Members Present:  Mary Jo Rozmenoski, Brad Dobbs, Ann Dehmer, Troy Webb, Amy 

Hoffman, Tom Epps, Mary Jo Radcliffe. 

 

Board Members Absent:  None 

 

Mary Jo Rozmenoski confirmed the public hearing notice with Marti Herzberg. 

 

Amy Hoffman moved to relocate agenda items 6.3 Post Employment Benefit Discussion and 7.1 

Mental Health Grant Review to happen prior to agenda item 5.2 Public Comment.  Mary Jo 

Radcliffe seconded the motion.  Motion carried 7-0. 

 

Ann Dehmer moved to approve the American Indian Language Revitalization Grant and two 

donations from Brad Dobbs toward the summer music trip and the Shooting Tigers.  Tom Epps 

seconded the motion.  Motion carried 7-0. 

 

Caitlin Herdeman, from National Insurance Services, presented information on possible post-

employment benefit options.  The options include ways to increase the benefit to retirees while 

decreasing the District’s contribution responsibility and also providing a benefit to more 

employee groups. 

 

Amy Hunter, District Mental Health Navigator, updated the Board on the work being done with 

the Mental Health Grant. 

 

There were no registrants for the public comment section of the meeting. 

 

Dr. Severson reviewed the timeline, updates and goals of the Servant Led Community Group. 

 

Dr. Severson reviewed the need for childcare in our area and the work the Child Care Task Force 

is doing.  The Board is interested in the District remaining involved with this task force. 

 



 

Dr. Severson reported that masking continues to be a parental choice in District buildings.  The 

District is accepting home test results and Accelerated Labs will provide community testing 

through the summer months. 

 

After discussion, Brad Dobbs moved to require Troy Webb to reimburse the District $946.47 for 

the cost of his attendance at the WASB State Education Convention last January.  Payment will 

be due by June 30, 2022.  Ann Dehmer seconded the motion.  Motion carried 6-0.  Troy Webb 

abstained. 

 

Troy Webb agreed to make a correction in the Banner Journal regarding his statement about not 

being allowed to vote virtually during the Delegate Assembly at the WASB State Education 

Convention. 

 

The Board discussed their thoughts on the Board Development Meeting that was held on March 

14, 2022.  They feel they can continue on their own with what they learned from Cheryl Stinski 

from WASB.  They will continue with self-study before the April 11th Special School Board 

Meeting and discuss it further after the closed session that evening. 

 

Tom Epps excused himself from the meeting. 

 

Laura Simonson reported on the work being done with the Title VI grant dollars.  She shared a 

video on Ho-Chunk language as well as a locally written and illustrated book on making fry 

bread. 

 

The Board Members reviewed the employment recommendations prior to the meeting.  No 

action was needed. 

 

Dr. Sullivan made the requested changes to the Human Growth and Development meeting 

minutes and reshared them with the Board.  Mary Jo Radcliffe moved to approve them as 

presented.  Ann Dehmer seconded the motion.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 

Dr. Sullivan presented information on Standards Based Education. 

 

Amy Hoffman moved to approve the monthly expenditures as presented.  Mary Jo Radcliffe 

seconded the motion.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 

Dr. Severson summarized the information on the Forrest Street and High School additions and 

renovations. 

 

Dr. Severson reviewed the budget information for the 2022-2023 school year as well as the 

recommended changes. 

 



 

Jill Collins presented the information on the furniture bids that were received.  Mary Jo Radcliffe 

moved to approve the chosen bids as presented.  Ann Dehmer seconded the motion.  Motion 

carried 6-0. 

 

Dr. Severson reviewed the CESA contract for the 2022-2023 school year.  Amy Hoffman moved 

to approve the contract as presented.  Ann Dehmer seconded the motion.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 

Mary Jo Radcliffe moved to approve the February 21, 2022 and the March 14, 2022 meeting 

minutes as presented.  Brad Dobbs seconded the motion.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 

Dr. Severson’s District Administrator’s Reported included: 

 There will be an Our Town display at the Black River Falls Public Library which is an art 

display of collaborative work from our Middle School and Red Creek Elementary School 

art students. 

 Work is being done to try to find an athletic trainer to attend our home sporting events 

but there are no solutions at this time. 

  

 Dr. Severson is meeting with Laurel Meek to talk about 4K programming for the 

upcoming school year. 

 

Mary Jo Rozmenoski shared that CESA 4 is reviewing applicants for its Administrator vacancy. 

 

There were no conference or workshop attendances to report. 

 

School Board Connection Opportunities: 

 Brad Dobbs, Tom Epps and Mary Jo Radcliffe read to elementary students during Dr. 

Seuss’ birthday.   

 Brad Dobbs learned how the wrestling match system works.   

 Brad Dobbs reported that the AG classes are going to learn about bee keeping. 

 Brad Dobbs and Mary Jo Radcliffe participated in the staff handbook discussions. 

 

The Board would like to be part of focus groups for business partnerships with the community. 

 

At 8:55 p.m. Mary Jo Radcliffe moved to adjourn.  Troy Webb seconded the motion.  Motion 

carried 6-0. 


